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 SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER 
   
On October 25, 2005, the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads (OCR) issued an order that required the 
improvement of the crossing at-grade of Thayer Street with the Wisconsin Central Ltd. tracks by September 1, 2006 
(Crossing No. 694 005A / MP 216.70).  
 
The Findings of Fact stated:  
 

The DOT proposed a ‘full composite surface’ for the crossing surface. A premium surface is warranted under 
DOT standards when the highway ADT exceeds 7000 in an urban area. A composite surface consists of 
rubber composite planks and are a new premium crossing surface application for Wisconsin. 

 
On October 10, 2005, the DOT filed comments on the proposed decision issued September 22, 2005. the comments 
were inadvertently not considered before issuance of the Final Decision.  
 
The DOT correctly noted that the WCL not the DOT proposed the full composite surface. DOT also suggested the 
following amendments to the Findings: “A composite surface consists of recycled plastic composite planks and 
are a relatively new premium crossing surface application for Wisconsin.” The Commissioner concurs with this 
change. 
 
DOT also noted that it has “limited experience with composite surfaces” and is consequently hesitant to confer 
‘premium surface’ status on this material. The DOT reserves judgment on the classification of the surface type 
until a closer review of the material’s performance is completed, but DOT is willing to accept the composite 
rubber surface as a premium surface type for this project. 
 
DOT also noted that “remediation may be necessary if issues arise with the use of this crossing material”. In 
other words, if the product fails the railroad will be required to replace it at its own cost. The Commissioner 
notes the railroad is obligated to maintain the crossing under s. 86.12 Stats., no matter what type of crossing 
surface is installed. 
 
 
  THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, 
 
  1. That the Wisconsin Central Ltd. shall install and maintain a crossing of recycled plastic 
composite planks at-grade of Thayer Street with its tracks in accordance with the design plans of the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation and the City of Rhinelander in the City of Rhinelander, Oneida County by September 
1, 2006 (Crossing No. 694 005A / MP 216.70). 
 
  2.  That jurisdiction is retained. 
 
Dated at Madison, WIsconsin, November 21, 2005. 
 
By the Office of the Commissioner of Railroads. 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Rodney W. Kreunen 

Commissioner of Railroads 
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